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Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchurch & Wappenbury Joint Parish Councils 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7:00pm, 
18th January 2022 meeting held at Eathorpe Village Hall 

 
Present: 
Councillor M Burgun Councillor Mrs J Seaton 
Councillor J Hammon Councillor S Shackleton 
Councillor N Palmer Councillor D Wray 
Councillor S Palmer (Chairman) Councillor M Wood 
Councillor Mrs M Green  Councillor M Brookes 

 
In Attendance: 
Jane Chatterton Clerk & RFO 
 
Warwick District Councillor:   Councillor Valarie Leigh Hunt 
 
Warwickshire County Councillor:   Councillor Wallace Redford 
 
Public: 0 
 
332. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Councillor McDaid. 
 
333. Declarations of Interest: 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
334. Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th November 2021 were received and 
discussed. 
 
Updates to the minutes  
318. Change Walsh Road to the Welsh Road 
 
RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 16th November 2021 be approved. 
 
335. Matters Arising 
327. ROSPA Report 
Councillor Wood asked for an update on what actions were required from the ROSPA report. 
 
ACTION:  Clerk to resend the ROSPA report for information. 
 
318. Offchurch bridge on the Welsh Road 
Councillor Redford updated that a site meeting had taken place with the Road Safety Officer.  
Engineers were going to look into whether the road safety aspects of the bridge can be improved. 
 
The railings by the bridge that are covered by the vegetation was raised as an issue.  Some of the 
vegetation has to be cleared by the landowner but WCC would be carrying out the work to the 
rest. 
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322. Wappenbury 
Potholes – work had been carried out and these had now been repaired. 
 
Hunningham Road Bridge Closure 
Clarification that the Hunningham Road bridge closure is 2023 and not 2030 as per their 
presentation.  HS2 confirmed that this was a typo. 
 
336. Public participation:  To adjourn to allow public participation 
Nothing to discuss. 
 
337. Councillor’s reports and items for future Agenda 
 
WDC Update - Councillor Valarie Leigh-Hunt updated 
Increase in parking charges WDC car parks – the increase in parking charges for WDC car parks had 
received complaints.  There was no explanation as to why the increase was being applied.  Public 
finances had been very impacted due to the pandemic so it may be due to that.  If parking isn’t 
making money or losing money this is why the fees could have risen. 
 
It was felt that this would mean an increase in people parking out of town, and shopping 
elsewhere.  Increasing the parking charges may result in their revenue actually going down. 
 
Gigafactory - Planning consent had been given for the Gigafactory at Baginton Airport.  There is a 
health and safety risk due to the type of work being carried out eg reconditioning of batteries, 
which have a high fire risk.  The development would provide many jobs but if that resulted in many 
people having to move into the area then the infrastructure isn’t able to support an increase at 
the moment. 
 
WCC Update – Councillor Wallace Redford updated 
20 is Plenty - WALC had issued a letter asking for support of the “20 is Plenty” campaign.  The 
County Council has a working group looking at the policy of working on the 20 mph speed limits.  
A Committee meeting had taken place to formally review and recommend a 20 mile per hour 
scheme to the County.  This would then need to go through the process and go to cabinet for 
approval. 
 
Funding for 20 mph scheme eg for Eathorpe would be funded by the County Councillor’s budget. 
ACTION:  The JPC support that initiative and put forward all 4 villages. 
 
Greenshoots Grant Fund - has still funds available. 
ACTION:  recirculate the information to Councillors. 
 
HS2 – a number of complaints had been received regarding the removal of more vegetation than 
was allowed.  A meeting would take place with WCC and HS2 to discuss.  Any areas affected by 
this within the four parishes, please send the details to Councillor Redford.  Concern that HS2 had 
overstepped the mark. 
 
Covid – good news for the County at the moment.  No deaths for the past 48 hours.  The infection 
rate in the County had been going up, but now starting to go down.  Green light across the board.  
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Still have the usual suspects in the District who are high and who are in the top 10, but still going 
down. 
 
The two hospitals George Elliott and UHCT are operating at 98% capacity, not much room but the 
hospitalisation for Covid patients is reducing. 
 
338. Correspondence 
338.1 South Warwickshire Local Plan 
A key element of the consultation was a ‘call’ for site suggestions for development and land use 
for consideration through the Local Plan process. There have been 555 sites submitted and all of 
these have now been mapped and are available to view on the interactive map. All of this 
information is available to view on the website. 
 
www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/scoping-and-call-for-sites-
consultation.cfm?frmAlias=/stage1/ 
 
3 sites had been proposed in Offchurch.  Land adjacent to Welsh Road, Offchurch (Sydens Piece), 
Land East of School Hill, and Land adjacent to Village Farmhouse, Village Street, Offchurch 
 
ACTION:  Councillors to view the information. 
 
339. Planning 
Nothing to report. 
 
340. Highways 
Offchurch 
Footpaths in Offchurch – Councillor Mrs Seaton raised the issue with the footpaths in School Hill 
and Village Street.  They are very eroded, and walkers find it difficult to walk without turning an 
ankle.  Impossible for a wheelchair to travel on.  Path has eroded, low kerb and has a 20-degree 
angle. 
 
ACTION:  Councillor Redford to progress.  School Hill is the priority. 
 
Potholes – Councillor Stephen Palmer reported that the Long Itchington Road down to Radford, 
on the left-hand side, there are a series of deep potholes.  Lots of cars had been damaged.  Deep 
trenches between the edge of the road and the soft verge.  Vehicles were leaving the road.  
Someone has filled in the area with gravel, but this was leaving the holes and spreading onto the 
road and making the situation worse. 
 
ACTION:  Councillor Stephen Palmer to send photos to Councillor Redford. 
 
HS2 Compound lights – Councillor Wood raised the issue with the lights from the HS2 compound 
when travelling up to the Fosse, the lights from the compound are blinding whilst driving.  This 
issue was raised at the last meeting and HS2 representatives in attendance had said they would 
reduce them, but they seem to have intensified.  They are also causing a halo effect. 

http://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/scoping-and-call-for-sites-consultation.cfm?frmAlias=/stage1/
http://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/scoping-and-call-for-sites-consultation.cfm?frmAlias=/stage1/
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ACTION:   

(i) Issue to be raised again with HS2.   
(ii) Send concerns to Chris Cresswell, WCC Liaison Officer with HS2. 
(iii) Need a site meeting at night and discuss with HS2. 

 
341. Police Matters 
Councillor Brookes reported an incident in Offchurch in December when a large amount of fly 
tipping in a gateway at the end of Village Street had occurred.  This had been reported immediately 
and WCC had responded quickly and removed the rubbish. The Police were also in attendance. A 
video of the vehicle who had carried out the fly tipping had been captured. 
 
Thanks was expressed to the Officers that had attended and cleared the problem   
 
ACTION: Councillor Brookes to send the information to the Clerk so a formal 

acknowledgement could be sent. 
 
342. Finance 
342.1 to approve payments: - 
2021-22 

DATE REF PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

11.11.21 E55 HMRC Tax for Clerk November £78.80 

11.11.21 E56 J Chatterton  Clerk Salary November DPA 

11.11.21 E57 J Chatterton  Expenses November £39.83 

06.12.21 E58 SPS Payroll Monthly payroll services Nov £12.00 

16.12.21 E59 J Chatterton  Clerk Salary December DPA 

16.12.21 E60 HMRC Tax for Clerk December £78.80 

16.12.21 E61 J Chatterton  Expenses December £39.83 

16.12.21 E62 The Offchurch Group 3 churches donations £600.00 

 
RESOLVED THAT:  The payments be approved. 
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342.2 Bank Reconciliation 31st December 2021 
The Bank Reconciliation 31st December 2021 was received and discussed. 
 
Balance per bank statements as at 31st December 2021: £ £ 
Account 1 
Account 2 

£16,971.88 
£4,501.36 

 

 

   

  £21,473.24 
 

Petty cash float (if applicable) 
 

£0.00 £0.00 

Less: any unpresented cheques at 31st December 2021 £0.00  
   

 £0.00  

   
Add: any un-banked cash at 31st December 2021 £0.00  
   

 
Net balances as at 31st December 2021 

 £21,473.24 
 

   
 
The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account) for the 
year, as follows:  

 
CASH BOOK 
Opening Balance 1st April 2021  £ £ 
 
Account 1 
Account 2 

£13,055.92 
£4,501.36 

 

 

   

  £17,557.28 
 

 
Add Receipts up to 31st December 2021 £37,421.21 
Less:  Payments in the year (£33,505.25) 

Closing balance per cash book [receipts and payments book] 
as at 31st December 2021 

 £21,473.24 
 

 
RESOLVED THAT the Bank Reconciliation 31st December 2021 be approved. 
 
342.3 Quarterly Report 31st December 2021 
The Quarterly Report 31st December 2021 was received and discussed. 
 
RESOLVED THAT the Quarterly Report 31st December 2021 be approved. 
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342.4 Precept request 2022-23 
The Clerk confirmed that the Precept request 2022-23 had been sent to WDC. 
 
RESOLVED THAT the update be noted. 
 
343. Purchase of new benches 
New benches were required for Offchurch and Eathorpe play areas.  Some of the current ones 
were old and beyond repair. 
 
ACTION:  

(i) Offchurch - -3 benches to be purchased (request the Village Hall Committee 
donate funds for one bench) 

(ii) Eathorpe – 2 benches to be purchased. 
(iii) Wappenbury and Hunningham to survey the parish to see if they have a suitable 

site. 
(iv) Councillors to send the requests to the Clerk. 
(v) Application to be made to the WCC Greenshoots Grant. 

 
344. Councillor Email addresses 
Councillors were reminded to use their JPC emails for Parish Council activities. 
 
ACTION:  Any assistance required for their addresses or passwords – contact the Clerk. 
 
345. HS2 
Councillors Stephen Palmer and Mike Burgun had met with Gurchuran, HS2 in December in 
relation to the noise measuring equipment.  Disappointingly, to date there hadn’t been any 
progress. 
 
ACTION: 

(i) Clerk to contact Gurchuran and request an update.  Copy in Chris Creswell. 
(ii) HS2 are due to attend March’s meeting. 

 
346. Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda 
Wappenbury 
Councillor Hammon reported that there was activity with fibre optic cables being installed.  No 
notification of this work had been received.   
 
ACTION:  request an update. 
 
Offchurch 
Councillor Mrs Seaton reported that the street lighting in Offchurch, especially School Hill and 
Village Street are poorly lit.   
 
ACTION:   

(i) Letter to be sent to the Bishop of Warwick.  The streetlight is encased in a holly tree. 
(School Hill).   

(ii) Councillor Stephen Palmer to send the photographs to be used. 
 
It was noted that Village Lights are down to the District Council to look after. 
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Queens Platinum Jubilee –ACTION:  find out if there is any funding. 
 
Planning Issue, Property in Offchurch - The structure has been erected to the rear of the garden.  
This means the resident can overlook the neighbouring properties either side and the structure 
also exceeds half the area of the garden.  The issue was raised on the 3rd March 2021, but nothing 
had been received from the Planning Enforcement.   
 
ACTION:  Councillor Valerie Leigh-Hunt to follow up with the Enforcement Team and find out why 
there is no response after 9 months. 
 
Request for updated IT equipment – The JPC were able to hold hybrid meetings, useful if a 
Councillor could not attend face to face, they could dial in.  This would need the IT equipment, a 
large screen etc to be able to provide this facility.  Eathorpe Village Hall were requested to look at 
providing this equipment.  An application could be made to the HS2 Community Fund. 
 
ACTION:  Clerk to send the request to the Village Hall. 
 
347. Next Meeting 
The next meeting was confirmed as 15th March 2022 and would take place at Eathorpe Village Hall. 
 
Meeting closed at 8:00pm 
 
 
 


